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Lynda brings a lifetime of service, compassion, and perspective to her role as a
CASA volunteer. After 24 years with The Lion Store, Lynda is now self-employed
and works part-time from her home. 
Her commitment to helping others was profoundly shaped by her experience
volunteering at Ground Zero following the 9/11 attacks, where she witnessed
firsthand the courage and selflessness of first responders who continued to put
others first despite unimaginable trauma. It was an experience that changed her
life and reinforced her belief in the power of service.
In July 2024, Lynda became a CASA volunteer, and in a short time, she has
already made a meaningful impact, serving five children who needed a strong,
consistent voice by their side. When she’s not advocating for children, Lynda
enjoys water aerobics, playing Mahjong, and participating in her weekly
LifeGroups. Here’s what she had to say about her volunteer experience:

I first learned about the CASA program
while searching for a support group for
grandparents and families impacted by
the child welfare system. Although I
didn’t find the group I was looking for,
CASA stood out, and I decided to learn
more about it.
My interest grew after witnessing a
case where a Guardian ad Litem, who
was not a CASA volunteer, failed to
fully investigate serious claims,
showing little follow-through or
advocacy for the children involved.
That experience highlighted just how
critical it is for children to have a
dedicated, well-trained advocate who
is willing to seek the truth and put their
best interests first.
After being interviewed and accepted
into CASA training, I knew this was a
way I could help ensure that children
and families receive fair and thorough
advocacy. I became a CASA volunteer
because every child deserves a safe
outcome and someone who will truly
stand up for them.

Why I Became a CASA Volunteer being loved and protected in a safe
environment has been incredibly
rewarding. This experience has not
only affirmed the value of advocacy
but has also changed my perspective
on many aspects of life in meaningful
ways.

A CASA is someone who advocates
for a child’s rights, no matter their age.
Their priority is always the child’s
safety. A CASA volunteer personally
invests the time to understand each
child’s situation, carefully weighing all
options to determine what is truly in
the child’s best interest.

Why Children Need CASA Volunteers

Many of these children need someone
who will make them the priority;
someone committed to helping find a
safe, stable home where they are
loved and cared for. 

A CASA volunteer advocates for a
child’s rights, with safety always
coming first. This role requires empathy
to understand a child’s experience,
fairness to weigh all facts and
perspectives, and the courage to get
to the bottom of difficult situations.
Many children need someone who will
make them the priority and ensure they
are placed in a safe, loving home.

Essential Traits for CASA Volunteers

In my first case, the child’s father
received legal custody, and the
change in the child was remarkable.
He often shared how happy he was to
spend more time with his dad, doing
activities together and feeling safe in
his care. His grandmother also noticed
a significant difference; where he had
once been quiet and withdrawn
during visits, he began to come out of
his shell. He engaged with his
grandparents, teased his grandpa,
asked for what he needed, and
communicated more openly. Seeing
this transformation reinforced how
coordinated efforts and the right
placement can truly support a child’s
well-being.

A Learning Experience

Becoming a CASA volunteer is one
of the most rewarding experiences,
even though it can come with some
of the toughest challenges.
Witnessing a child’s progress,
positive changes, and new
opportunities for a brighter future
makes every minute of your effort
truly worth it.

If you are considering becoming a
CASA Volunteer

Being a CASA volunteer has shown
me the importance of ensuring
children are safe, cared for, and
surrounded by people who truly
prioritize their health and well-being.
Knowing the children in my cases are

The Impact of CASA on My Life 

📢 JOIN OUR VOLUNTEER
TEAM IN 2026!📢

 Make a difference in a child’s life!
Become a Court Appointed

Special Advocate (CASA)
Volunteer. 

2026 Training Schedule:
     May 6 - June 12 or
     October 7 - November 13
🕑 5:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
    

    Juvenile Justice Center
       (1801 Spielbusch Ave. Toledo, OH 43604)

 Apply today at CASAKids.net 
or request an application 

at 419-213-6753.

Be the voice that helps 
a child thrive! ❤️

https://casakids.net/

