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CASA/GAL Training Opportunities 
July-September 2023  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

June/July 2023 
 
Operationalizing Love in Our Social Justice & Healing Work       
Date: Friday, June 30, 2023      Time: 11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 1.5 Credit Hours  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Dr. Durryle Brooks, YWCA of NWO  
To sign up:  https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_lfE6UhE2REOtCP5rZKzeyg#/registration 
Description:  Love within the US context is often defined in overly individualistic, anemic, and depoliticized ways. It is 
discussed almost exclusively in the context of romance and its familial dimensions. Why? What of love and its role in 
social transformation? This session is about reconceptualizing love in ways that help us resist erasure and 
dehumanization and defining it in ways that help us heal. 
 
There is no caseworker staff training in July.  
  

August 2023 
 
Knowing Who You Are Training (developed by the Annie E. Casey Foundation)   *Rule 48 
Date:  Friday & Saturday, August 4-5, 2023    Time:  8:30 am – 4:30 pm (14 Credit Hours) 
Place:  Lucas County EMS Training Center, 2127 Jefferson Ave.  Cost:  Free  
To Sign-Up: E-mail casareport@co.lucas.oh.us or call 419-213-6753 
Instructors:  Kali Scolnick & Mamadou Toure  
Description:  Development of a healthy racial and ethnic identity is important in helping youth establish consistency in 
their lives with regard to how they view themselves. A healthy identity can be an important anchor from which positive 
outcomes are possible. For youth in care, this aspect of identity is often overlooked. For CASA volunteers to support 
youth in this work, they must have an understanding of their own racial and ethnic identity, investigate their assumptions 
and biases related to race and ethnicity and examine personal comfort levels around these issues. The training is 
designed to help advocates develop practical ways to integrate racial and ethnic identity work into day-to-day practice for 
all youth, regardless of their race and ethnicity.  
 
The Hidden Self:  Exploring Implicit Bias in Child Welfare   *Rule 48 
Date: August 11, 2023        Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: Virtual         Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Anthony President 
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: Bias in all human beings begins in childhood and is a natural cognitive function of us all. Well-intentioned 
people who consciously disapprove of bias can still harbor implicit bias. Implicit bias can occur instantly and involuntarily 
with certain groups of people (Justice Research & Statistics Association, 2018). This workshop challenges child welfare 

1.   CASA volunteers are required to take twelve (12) hours of on-going training annually, of which 3 hours must qualify as 
GAL training under Ohio Supreme Court Rule 48, noted as such below: *Rule 48. 

 
2. Trainings in BLUE are especially recommended and are organized by CASA. 
 
3. Submit all training certificates to Judy Leb, jleb@co.lucas.oh.us for credit towards your required annual training. 
 
4. LCCS Note: If you miss more than 15 minutes of any training at the Lucas County Conference and Learning Center, you 

will not be given a training certificate. Arrive on time!  Also, there is a charge for parking of $3.75. Please make sure to 
bring cash with you. 

 
5.   Additional valuable online trainings are available on the following websites: 
 https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
 https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudicialCollegePublicCalendar/#/judicialcollegecourses 
 https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ (3 New Courses highlighted below) 
 https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b3ffea5620b85be5d272f4b/t/601ab323ca147d37c16988ed/1612362533393/Nation

al-CASA-GAL-Association-for-Children-2020-Archived-Webinars-Catalog.pdf 
Please email Judy Leb to see if the training you are interested in is Rule 48 approved.   

 
              

 

mailto:casareport@co.lucas.oh.us
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/JudicialCollegePublicCalendar/#/judicialcollegecourses
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
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professionals to examine their implicit biases, which can influence casework decisions, actions, and behaviors towards 
clients, colleagues, and community partners. We will assess our implicit biases and learn strategies to limit and manage 
them. 
 
Blurry Lines:  Boundaries for CASA Volunteers (CASA Core Repeat)     *Rule 48 
Date:  Tuesday, August 15, 2023     Time:  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm (2 Credit Hours) 
Place:  Zoom         Cost:  Free  
To Sign-Up: E-mail casareport@co.lucas.oh.us or call 419-213-6753 
Instructor:  Emily Richter, J.D., and Chris Caryer, J.D.   
Description:  Join CASA Staff to learn about boundaries! We will be giving true life examples of important boundaries, 
discussing why boundaries are important, and providing tips for toeing the line. 
 
Verbal De-escalation in Child Welfare         *Rule 48 
Date: August 15, 2023        Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Brian Lowery  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: This class will review the skills of active listening, non-violent communication, and verbal de-escalation. 
Levels of crisis development and the conflict cycle are discussed, emphasizing a culturally appropriate staff response. 
Trainees will participate in exercises and demonstrations concerning personal space, body posture, and motion.  
 
Basic Drug Identification (Aug. 17) – Identification of Meth Labs (Aug. 18)    *Rule 48 
This is the same training with two different titles based on the date taken. Register for only one date.  
Date: August 17, 2023 OR August 18, 2023    Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Lee Hawks  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: Methamphetamine manufacture and abuse has rapidly spread across the state of Ohio. Due to the 
complexity and hazardous nature of methamphetamine-related activities, it is imperative to keep personnel aware of the 
indicators and dangers associated with it. By understanding how to identify methamphetamine laboratories and the 
materials related to its manufacture and use, employees will reduce the chances of injury and liability. In addition, 
personnel will understand the urgent need for removal of children found in a methamphetamine environment, as well as 
the need for rehabilitation programs for their parents.  
 
Psychotropic Medications:  Questions to Ask about Kids on Meds     *Rule 48 
Date: August 22, 2023        Time: 10:00 am – 1:00 pm (3 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Stacy Simera  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: The purpose of this course is to educate caseworkers, foster parents and other stakeholders on 
psychotropic medication use in the treatment of mental disorders among children and adolescents. Specific attention will 
be paid to answering the questions most people ask, or should ask, regarding psychotropic medication.  
 
Coffee with CASA: Tour the CAC & Domestic Violence Services Training     *Rule 48 
Date: Friday, August 25, 2023      Time: 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. (1.75 Credit Hours) 
Place: Family & Child Abuse Prevention Center   Cost:  Free, includes light breakfast 
2460 Cherry St., Toledo, OH  43608 
Instructors: Christi Jenkins, CEO, PhD, LPCC-S, NCC 
To sign up: Email Andrea De la Roca, aroca@co.lucas.oh.us by March 31, 2023 FULL-NO SPACE AVAILABLE      
Description: Topics covered will include: 

• Tour of Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) 
• DV Batterers’ Curriculum 
• DV Victims’ Curriculum 
• Half hour open forum for participants to ask questions 

Methamphetamine Use in Child Welfare:  Standing on Thin Ice      *Rule 48 
Date: August 29, 2023        Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Brian Bethel  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      

mailto:casareport@co.lucas.oh.us
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:aroca@co.lucas.oh.us
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
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Description: This workshop will highlight the increased prevalence of methamphetamine use and offer participants a 
comprehensive overview of the risk factors associated with meth use and manufacturing. Moreover, this training will 
provide participants with the most evidenced-based treatment strategies for working with individuals struggling with meth 
addiction.  
 

September 2023 
 
Street Smart Ohio:  Substance Abuse Awareness and Recognition for Child Welfare Professionals *Rule 48 
Date: September 1, 2023       Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Shawn Bain  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: Ohio is experiencing record numbers of overdose deaths, so now more than ever, it is important that anyone 
with a nexus to children understands the importance of recognizing the appearance, behavioral, and conduct indicators of 
drug abuse. Drugs do not discriminate, and any of our families could be affected by addiction.  
 
Examining Unconventional and Mischaracterized Trauma Expression in Black Males  *Rule 48 
Date: September 8, 2023       Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  LaToya Logan  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: Raising awareness related to diagnosis, evaluation, and treatment referrals based on a lack of cultural 
inclusion surround Black males who exhibit aggressions and apathy is the necessary first step to addressing disparities. 
Viewing apathy as a defense mechanism encourages social workers to strengthen their assessments and challenge 
outcomes. It allows for a deeper understanding of how trauma experiences can manifest into aggression and apathy 
based on cultural norms and environmental factors that have not been evaluated. Through cultural competence and 
inclusion of cultural differences, social workers can lead changes in the fields of mental health and social support, make 
court referrals for treatment options instead of confinement, and develop more effective assessments and treatment 
interventions that have a direct impact on individuals, families, and communities.   
 
Domestic Violence-Informed Core Training:  Safe and Together Days 1 & 2    *Rule 48 
Date: September 13-14, 2023       Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (12 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Casie Burke  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: This workshop introduces the Safe and Together Model approach to child welfare cases involving intimate 
partner violence. Day One explores domestic violence as defined by Ohio law and looks at its dynamics and impact on 
family members. The day also examines the relevance of domestic violence to child welfare and provides an overview of 
identifying signs of domestic violence and assessing survivor strengths as well as Multiple Pathways to Harm for children. 
Day Two focuses on domestic violence-informed interviewing and the unique skill sets needed to interview perpetrators, 
adult survivors, and child survivors and create effective safety plans. The Model emphasizes community partnerships with 
local service providers, domestic violence advocates, law enforcement, and courts and provides an overview of Ohio 
mandates for certain professionals and community resources for victims such as protection orders.  
 
SOGIE 101:  Working with LGBTQ+ Young People in Child Welfare      *Rule 48 
Date: September 13, 2023       Time: 9:00 am – 12:00 pm (3 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Richard Dencer & Heather Jamison  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: LGBTQ+ youth are overrepresented in the child welfare system and are at greater risk of negative 
outcomes, including homelessness, suicide, and unhealthy risk-taking behaviors. LGBTQ+ youth need the support of the 
child welfare system to be able to meet their unique needs effectively. SOGOE 101 offers foundational information about 
sexual orientation, gender identity, and gender expression. It provides a safe space for self-reflection on internal bias and 
to discuss myths and misinformation so that child welfare staff can identify their needs in order to better understand and 
support the LGBTQ+ youth they serve. In addition, practical tools to integrate affirming practices into daily work activities 
will be introduced.  
 
Testifying in Court (CASA Core Repeat)     *Rule 48 
Date:  Thursday, September 14, 2023     Time:  5:30 pm – 7:30 pm (2 Credit Hours) 

mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
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Place:  Zoom         Cost:  Free  
To Sign-Up: E-mail casareport@co.lucas.oh.us or call 419-213-6753 
Instructor:  Emily Richter, J.D., and Chris Caryer, J.D.   
Description:  Testifying in court can be scary and challenging. Tips and tricks will be given to help you identify what 
information needs to be presented to the Court and how to compellingly communicate it.  
 
28th Annual Ohio CASA Celebrate Kids Conference       *Rule 48 
Date: Wednesday-Friday, September 20-22, 2023     Time: All day 
Place:  Hyatt Regency Columbus Hotel        Cost:  Can be reimbursed 
Instructor: multiple presenters        
To sign up:  https://www.ohiocasa.org/celebratekidsconference/ Registration opens July 5, 2023. 
Description: The Ohio CASA Conference is always excellent and a fun and easy way to earn your 12 required annual 
CASA training hours. The Lucas County CASA Advisory Board has allocated significant funds towards reimbursing Lucas 
County CASA volunteers to attend the event. Based on past attendance, we expect to have enough funds to enable you 
to be fully reimbursed for the event (registration, hotel, meals, and mileage); however, it will depend on how many 
volunteers choose to attend the event and whether volunteers travel together. All reimbursement is pursuant to the Lucas 
County CASA Reimbursement Policy and requires itemized receipts.  
 
Check out the Ohio CASA Association's website to register and to make your hotel reservations: 
https://www.ohiocasa.org/celebratekidsconference/.   Whenever possible, volunteers should use the Hyatt’s conference 
page to make room reservations:  https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/CMHRC/G-OFOS.  Using the portal helps 
to ensure the reservation is coded correctly and the conference rate is applied. The hotel link also can be accessed on the 
Ohio CASA conference page. 
 
Please be sure to inform CASA Coach Mary Bohnett, if you plan to attend the conference so that we can facilitate 
volunteers traveling together and can make restaurant reservations together. Mary will be attending the conference and 
can answer your questions about it.  
 
Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Disorders        *Rule 48 
Date: September 28, 2023       Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Dr. Paul Martin  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: This is an in-depth discussion of the most commonly seen psychiatric disorders in children and adolescents: 
-Reactive Attachment Disorder (RAD) 
-Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
-Bipolar Disorder in Children 
-Oppositional Defiant Disorder (ODD) 
-Conduct Disorder 
-Adjustment Disorder with Depressed Mood vs. Major Depression 
Additionally, we will discuss current and cutting-edge medication and psychotherapy treatment modalities.  
 
 
Psychiatric Medications        *Rule 48 
Date: September 29, 2023       Time: 9:00 am – 4:00 pm (6 Credit Hours) 
Place: NWO Regional Training Center, 711 Adams Street, Toledo Cost:  Free 
Instructor:  Dr. Paul Martin  
To sign up: Email Megan Hite at megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov      
Description: We will discuss commonly used psychiatric medications for children, adolescents, and adults, as well as the 
newest psychiatric medications on the market, including:  Antidepressants, Anticonvulsant medications, Mood-stabilizing 
medications, Stimulant medications, & Anti-anxiety medications.  

 
Ohio Surrogate Parent Training:  Educating Children with 
Disabilities 
Ohio Surrogate Parent Training          *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 10.75 Total Credit Hours in 7 Modules 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Ohio Department of Education  
To sign up:  https://ohiosurrogateparent.org/ 

mailto:casareport@co.lucas.oh.us
https://www.ohiocasa.org/celebratekidsconference/
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov
mailto:megan.hite@jfs.ohio.gov


 5 

Description:  Ohio Surrogate Parent Training will serve as a guide to the federal Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Improvement Act (IDEA) and Ohio’s special education rules in Chapter 3301-51-09, 11, and 21 of the Ohio Administrative 
Code. If you want to learn about IEP’s (Individual Education Plans) for children with disabilities, this is the training for you. 
If you complete the training and are appointed as the Surrogate Parent for your CASA child, you will be eligible to help 
make educational decisions for your CASA kids. If you complete the training and never want to serve as a Surrogate 
Parent under the statute, that is fine; just say no if you are ever called and asked to serve.  
 
The training has seven independent modules: 
Introduction      Estimated time to complete:  45 minutes 
Module 1:  Surrogate Parent Responsibilities  Estimated time to complete:  1 hour 
Module 2:  Defining Terms and Responsibilities  Estimated time to complete:  1 ½ hours 
Module 3:  Children and Parent Rights   Estimated time to complete:  1 ½ hours 
Module 4:  The Special Education Process – Part 1 Estimated time to complete:  1 ½ hours 
Module 5:  The Special Education Process – Part 2 Estimated time to complete:  2 ½ hours 
Module 6:  Additional Specific Requirements – Part 1 Estimated time to complete:  1 hour  
Module 7:  Additional Specific Requirements – Part 2 Estimated time to complete:  1 hour  
 

 
National Children’s Advocacy Center:  Available online, anytime:   

 
Why Parents Don’t Believe          *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Chris Newlin, MS, LPC 
To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  Parents and caregivers, when faced with emerging allegations involving the abuse of their child, are 
suddenly confronted with a situation for which they are poorly prepared. This is not significantly different from other 
situations involving parents’ reactions regarding the well-being of their children. However, the ambiguity of child abuse 
allegations creates heightened challenges, and this same ambiguity is also a challenge for Multi-Disciplinary Team 
members involved in the investigation and intervention. This session will identify the difference between belief and 
ambivalence and how all professionals involved in child abuse cases can assist parents to be supportive and engaged 
with their children. 
 
Avoiding Vicarious Trauma and Burnout        *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.5 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Maureen Kenny, PhD and Claire Helpingstine, MS with moderator Linda Cordisco Steele 
To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  1. Participants will become familiar with signs of burnout and vicarious trauma in order to self-identify these conditions.  
2. Participants will learn the unique challenges of working with victims of human trafficking and the effects this work may have on them. 
3. Participants will learn strategies to avoid burnout and vicarious traumatization from service providers. 
 
Building Strong Brains: Tennessee’s ACE (Adverse Childhood Experiences) Initiative  *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Cary Rayson, MSW 
To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  Participants will learn: 

• The architecture of a young child’s brain is shaped by interaction between genes and experiences, and this can 
have either positive or negative results: 

• Science makes it clear that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) negatively impact the architecture of the 
developing brain 

• Children thrive in a safe, stable, nurturing environment of supportive families, caregivers, neighborhoods and 
communities 

 
Finding Their Voice:  Reasons Children Delay Disclosure       *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.75 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Andra Chamberlin & Kim Madden 

https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
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To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  Despite overwhelming scientific consensus that the majority of child sexual abuse victims either delay, or 
only partially disclose their experiences, expectations of prompt, comprehensive reporting persist.  Misperceptions 
regarding this dynamic can have wide-ranging impacts.  Juries may equate a reporting delay with veracity, parents may 
miss or misread a partial disclosure, and victims may be silenced by watching disbelief of another person’s account 
evolve into disparaging questions of motive.  This online webinar will examine the science which informs our 
understanding of sexual abuse disclosure dynamics across the lifespan. Factors that discourage and enable disclosure 
will be presented and best practice recommendations for addressing delayed disclosure will be discussed. 
 
 
Grooming: Making You See and Believe What I Want You to See and Believe    *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Chris Newlin, MS LPC 
To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  The investigation of child abuse is challenging, and the pursuit of evidence associated with the grooming of 
children, caregivers, and the community environment provides opportunities for investigators to pursue additional 
evidence. This workshop will provide an overview of research related to grooming and proposes a new framework for the 
concept of grooming which could dramatically modify current investigatory practices, in addition to enhancing current 
forensic interviewing efforts. 
 
Poly-victimization: Childhood Exposure to Multiple Forms of Victimization     *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: .75 Credit Hours  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Heather A. Turner, BA PhD and Sherry Hamby, PhD 
To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  Far too many children are exposed to abuse, violence, and crime. A new emphasis on what is being called 
"poly-victimization" can help professionals identify the most endangered children and youth, provide the most appropriate 
interventions, and protect them from additional harm. Poly-victimization refers to the experience of multiple victimizations 
of different kinds (for example, sexual abuse, physical abuse, bullying, witnessing family violence, and exposure to 
community violence). This webinar provides participants with information on the latest research on the prevalence, 
characteristics, and effects of poly-victimization on children and adolescents. The importance of assessment and 
treatment of poly-victimization and its implications for practitioners is addressed. 
 
The Science and Power of Hope          *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.75 Credit Hours  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Chan Hellman, PhD with moderator Karen Hangartner 
To sign up: https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/ 
Description:  Internationally renowned researcher, Dr. Chan Hellman, will share his insight on how the Science and 
Power of Hope can buffer adversity and stress; provide better psychological, social, and behavioral outcomes for children 
and adults; and can be increased and sustained by targeted interventions. The development of Hope can be applied 
individually, organizationally, and in our communities to overcome the impacts of trauma and adversity. Dr. Hellman’s 
presentation provides an opportunity to learn about the core tenants of goals, pathways, and agency (willpower) thinking. 
Participants leave with practical knowledge to apply in their own lives; and knowledge about how Hope impacts our 
individual and collective experiences. This presentation will provide individuals and organizations with the foundation for a 
shared language to use Hope in everyday settings 
 

Ohio CASA Association:  Available online, anytime:   
 
NEW! Recognizing, Understanding, and Addressing Bias      *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Jenny Stotts, Ohio’s first Youth Ombudsman, serving foster youth across Ohio.   
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  What’s YOUR bias? How might it be impacting your work? Learn more about the science behind implicit 
bias and what you can do to mitigate the effect of implicit bias on your work as a CASA Volunteer. This session will cover 
the construction of implicit biases, how to recognize implicit bias in yourself, and practical steps to address implicit bias. 
 
NEW! The Gender Unicorn: Gender & Sexuality 101         *Rule 48 

https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.nationalcac.org/online-training-catalog/
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
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Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Amanda Erickson, Director of Education & Outreach, Kaleidoscope Youth Center  
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  This course will explore the complexity and depth of gender, including gender identity, gender expression, 
and sex assigned at birth; along with sexuality and the LGBTQIA+ acronym. Participants will practice using personal 
gender pronouns correctly (and the importance of doing so), and what words to avoid. 
 
NEW!  Narcotics 101             *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Kevin Everhart, retired Narcotics Detective and Asst.Task Force Commander of a Major Crimes Task Force 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  This course provides an overall understanding of the world of narcotics. Beginning with Medical Marijuana 
Laws of Ohio and continuing to the basic understanding of drugs of abuse, this course will provide you the tools you need 
to understand current drug trends. You also will learn what to be aware of when you are in the field and how to stay safe, 
along with understanding and interpreting drug testing results. 
 
Engagement 101           *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Talia Holmes & Nashawn Lariviere, Both Foster Care Advocates, Ohio Department of Job & Family Services   
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Nashawn Lariviere and Talia Holmes draw both from their own lived experiences in the child welfare 
system and their professional experiences working with current and former youth in foster care to offer suggestions 
regarding different techniques that CASA volunteers and other professionals can use to effectively engage the youth with 
whom they work. While there is no single approach that is all inclusive or encompassing –each youth or young adult has 
their own individual story and experiences– the information provided should be useful to all who work with youth. 
 
Post-Emancipation Services: Young Adult Services & Bridges     *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.5 Credit Hours in 2 Parts, both required 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Sarah Levels, MSW, Bridges Policy Developer, Ohio Department of Job and Family Services   
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  This video offers an overview of post emancipation services available to young adults 12-18 who have aged 
out of foster care in Ohio. The presentation begins with a discussion about final transition planning requirements and 
considerations for youth in foster care. Ms. Levels also provides an overview of Ohio’s available post-emancipation 
services such as Medicaid coverage until the age of 26; the Ohio Education Training Voucher (ETV) which offers grant 
money to attend college; Young Adult Services’ post-care services and supports that are offered through the county public 
children services agencies; and, Bridges, a state-administered program offering support services to emancipated foster 
youth who meet eligibility criteria. Finally, the audience is provided information that outlines how, as individuals, we each 
are able to play an important role in supporting former foster youth on their journey to independence. 
 
Trauma in Childhood           *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Ohio CASA Association 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Participants will gain a better understanding of how stress and trauma impact children and their behavior. 
By learning how children can develop the capacity to cope and be strengthened by adversity,  participants will be better 
equipped to provide needed support, help children prepare for stressful situations, and build their own resiliency. 
 
CASA Volunteers + Special Education        *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.5 Credit Hours in 2 Parts, both required  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Kristin Hildebrandt, Senior Attorney at Disability Rights Ohio 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Participants will gain a better understanding of Ohio’s special education laws and processes, as well as 
specific ways that CASA volunteers can advocate within the educational system on behalf of the children they represent. 
This session also identifies various valuable resources to further aid the CASA volunteer. 
 

https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
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Best Practices: Testifying in Court         *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.75 Credit Hours in 2 Parts both required  
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Emily Richter, J.D. & Magistrate Rochelle Abou-Arraj, Lucas County CASA/Juvenile Court 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Conducted by two highly experienced attorneys, this session gives participants an overview of the CASA 
volunteer’s role when testifying in court, as well as tips for effectively conveying the information considered most important 
to judicial decision-making.  It is appropriate for newer CASA volunteers preparing to present their report in juvenile court, 
as well as more seasoned CASA volunteers who want to refresh their knowledge. 
 
On the Margin:  Foster Youth at Risk of Human Trafficking      *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1 Credit Hour 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Ohio CASA Association 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Attendees will hear an open discussion among adult survivors of human trafficking and experts who are 
fighting to address the trafficking of juveniles. The conversation is led by former Ohio Supreme Court Justice Yvette 
McGee Brown. Attendees will better understand how professionals and advocates work together to help victims 
experience “healthy” and accept how to embrace it within their own lives to make change happen. This course has been 
approved for one hour Sup. Rule 48 continuing education hours. 
 
Understanding Ohio’s Child Protection System        *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.5 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Denielle Ell-Rittinger and Renee Lupi 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  This video will walk the participant through a family’s journey when the subject of a suspected child abuse, 
neglect, or dependency report to an Ohio Public Children Services Agency (PCSA).  Although there may be some 
variation in application among counties, all Ohio PCSA caseworkers utilize the same tools and processes for decision-
making.  The presenters will examine each of those tools, their purposes, the factors a caseworker must take into 
consideration, and how assessments guide decision-making.  Understanding these processes can help the CASA 
volunteer and attorney guardian ad litem identify and collaboratively secure appropriate services and protections for the 
child they represent. 
 
Part 1 begins with a look at the first two stages of intervention in Ohio’s child welfare system, Intake and Assessment.  As 
the family and caseworker move from the screening of a report to case decision, the video will examine the various 
decision points and assessments that are conducted to inform the caseworker’s decision, as well as the pieces that the 
caseworker must put in place to protect and guide the child to permanency.  This includes a high-level understanding of 
risk, safety and family assessments, case decisions, and placement options. 
 
Part 2 looks at the third stage of Ohio’s child welfare system, case management.  This video dissects the elements of a 
quality case plan and helps the viewer to better understand how the language of the plan affects the family’s ability to 
successfully modify behavior and address the concerns that led to protective intervention. As a CASA volunteer or 
attorney guardian ad litem you can advocate for families to be engaged in the development of case plans that are written 
clearly with observable measures and actions that directly link to the identified concerns. 
 
 
Altering the Path to Delinquent Behaviors: A Guide for GALs      *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.5 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Stefanie Lynn Coe, J.D., CASA of Franklin County 
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Have you wondered how it is that so many of the children represented by CASA Volunteers or attorney 
guardians ad litem as a result of the child’s abuse or neglect end up in the juvenile justice system? This course will help 
the CASA volunteer and attorney guardian ad litem become familiar with risk factors that may contribute to delinquent 
behavior, the steps that can be taken to help prevent or mitigate delinquent acts, and the types of community supports 
that may be available to help. 
 
In this course, a highly experienced attorney describes the legal framework of juvenile delinquency and gives insight as to 
how this may impact the role of a CASA volunteer or attorney guardian ad litem. At conclusion, the participant will better 

https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
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understand the nature of delinquency and its causes, and have gained knowledge about the factors that contribute to a 
child choosing to engage in delinquent behavior. 
   
Understanding Addiction:  Squirrel Logic        *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.5 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Brad Lander, PhD, Clinical Director - Addiction Medicine at The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center  
To sign up:   https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/ 
Description:  Ever asked yourself, “Why don’t they just stop?” Using a mood-altering drug over time creates fundamental 
changes to the brain that lead to compulsive and self-destructive behavior. This presentation will help the viewer 
understand substance abuse as a chronic brain disease rather than bad behavior and fully conceptualize the impact of 
alcohol and drug use on the brain and behavior. Dr. Lander explores the physiology of how substance use becomes 
addiction and what this means in terms of establishing realistic time frames and expectations to support successful 
recovery based on neurological findings. 
 

 
Ohio Supreme Court:  Available online, anytime:   

 
GAL:  Psychiatric Disorders in Children         *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 3 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Supreme Court of Ohio EDU  
To sign up: https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx 
Description: What does a guardian ad litem (GAL) need to know, do, or think in order to identify the “best interest of the 
child” when a psychiatric disorder is a factor in their case? This 3 hour course will explore common psychiatric disorders in 
children, including causes, symptoms and common treatments. Fact patterns with discussion will help GALs apply the 
knowledge to realistic situations. 
 
GAL:  Advanced Topics in Substance Use         *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 3 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Doug Althauser, Esq. LICDC, MAC, ICCS, ICADC ; Kristine Buffington, MSW, LISW; and Michelle Roley-
Roberts, Ph.D. 
To sign up: https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx 
Description: Parental substance use and dependency can have significant effects on children’s development and well-
being from conception through adulthood. The opioid epidemic in Ohio has intensified those effects, and the long term 
impacts are just beginning to emerge. This course provides Guardians ad Litem with knowledge and resources to help 
identify issues and make recommendations to impact the lives of children affected by substance use and related trauma. 
 
GAL:  Domestic Violence-Informed Practice for GALs       *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 3 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: David Mandel, Executive Director, Safe and Together Institute 
To sign up: https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx 
Description: Research and experience tells us that many, if not most, cases that are referred to guardians ad litem (GAL) 
contain domestic violence as a significant component in the family dynamics.  Domestic violence patterns that impact 
child and family functioning can be outside the scope of the legal definition of domestic violence (R.C. 2919.25 or 
3113.31).  Whether domestic violence is the precipitating cause for the referral to a GAL or is part of a family’s history, the 
full range of facts surrounding domestic violence must be considered in making recommendations relative to children’s 
best interests.  Interviewing family members, reviewing court documents, and writing reports requires knowledge of the 
non-offending parent’s action to protect the children as well as the perpetrator’s patterns of behaviors and their impact on 
child and family functioning to inform appropriate intervention strategies.  In this course, GALs will gain critical knowledge 
and skills to recognize the nuances in domestic violence dynamics and implement practices to foster children’s safety and 
well-being. 
 
GAL:  Advanced Topics in Child Abuse: Corporal Punishment     *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: 1.25 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Doug Althauser, Esq. LICDC, MAC, ICC ; Heidi A. Malott, MSW, LISW-S; Lolita M. McDavid MD, MPA, FAAP; 
and Kirsten Simonton , MD 

https://www.ohiocasa.org/available-courses/
https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx
https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx
https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx


 10 

To sign up: https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx 
Description: This online course will address issues commonly seen by Guardians ad Litem in relation to corporal 
punishment when assigned to juvenile and domestic relations court cases. The following topics are included in the course: 

• Corporal Punishment—What is corporal punishment and when is it used? 
• Positive and Negative Consequences—What are the consequences of corporal punishment? 

 
• Alternatives to Corporal Punishment—What can be used in place of corporal punishment? 
• Scenarios and Suggestions—What should GALs do in specific scenarios? 

 
GAL:  Advanced Topics in Child Abuse:  Drug Endangered Children     *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: .5 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Doug Althauser, Esq. LICDC, MAC, ICC ; Heidi A. Malott, MSW, LISW-S; Lolita M. McDavid MD, MPA, FAAP; 
and Kirsten Simonton , MD 
To sign up: https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx 
Description: This online course will address child and family issues commonly seen by Guardians ad Litem when 
assigned to juvenile and domestic relations court cases impacting drug endangered children. The following topics are 
included in the course: 

• Introduction to Drug Endangered Children—What does drug exposure look like? What is normal and what is not? 
• Scenarios and Suggestions—What should GALs do in specific scenarios? 

 
GAL:  Advanced Topics in Child Abuse: Sexual Behaviors in Children     *Rule 48 
Date: Available anytime online      Time: .75 Credit Hours 
Place:  Webinar       Cost:  Free 
Instructor: Doug Althauser, Esq. LICDC, MAC, ICC ; Heidi A. Malott, MSW, LISW-S; Lolita M. McDavid MD, MPA, FAAP; 
and Kirsten Simonton , MD 
To sign up: https://sco.csod.com/client/sco/default.aspx 
Description: This online course will address child sexual behavior issues commonly seen by Guardians ad Litem when 
assigned to juvenile and domestic relations court cases. The following topics are included in the course: 

• Child Sexual Behavior Inventory—What is normal and what is not? 
• When to Be Concerned—What are the warning signs that something is abnormal? 
• What GALs Should Do—What should GALs do in specific scenarios? 
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